
ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
RULE GOVERNING CONSOLIDATION OR ANNEXATION OF PUBLIC SCHOOL 

DISTRICTS AND BOARDS OF DIRECTORS OF LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
Drafted 12.05.05 

 
 
1.0 PURPOSE 
 

1.01 This rule shall be known as the Arkansas Department of Education Rule 
Governing the Consolidation and Annexation of Public School Districts. 

 
2.0 AUTHORITY 
 

The State Board of Education’s authority for promulgation of this rule is pursuant 
to Ark. Code Ann. §§ 6-11-105 and 6-13-1401 et seq. 

 
3.0 DEFINITIONS 
 

3.01 “Annexation” means the joining of an affected school district or a part of 
the school district with a receiving district. 

 
3.02 “Affected district” means a school district that loses territory or students 

as a result of annexation or consolidation. 
 

3.03 “Consolidation” means the joining of two (2) or more school districts or 
parts thereof to create a new single school district. 

 
3.04 “Petition for annexation” means the official forms and documents 

published by the Department and hereby attached and incorporated into 
this rule as Attachment A, which are the official forms and documents 
necessary for school districts to properly petition the State Board of 
Education for annexation of a school district or districts into a receiving 
school district. 

 
3.05 “Petition for consolidation” means the official forms and documents 

published by the Department and hereby attached and incorporated into 
this rule as Attachment B, which are the official forms and documents 
necessary for school districts to properly petition the State Board of 
Education for consolidation of a school district or districts into a resulting 
school district. 

 
3.06 “Receiving district” means a school district or districts that receive 

territory or students, or both, from an affected district as a result of 
annexation. 

 
3.07 “Resulting district” means the new school district created from an affected 

district or districts as a result of consolidation. 
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3.08 “State Board” means the State Board of Education. 

 
4.0 PROCEDURES OF THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION CONCERNING 

THE ANNEXATION OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
 

4.01 There shall not be any annexation of any public school district with any 
other public school district in the state without the prior consent and 
approval of the State Board. 

 
4.02 The State Board shall consider the annexation of an affected school 

district or districts to a receiving district or districts under the following 
conditions: 

 
4.02.1 The State Board, after providing thirty (30) days written notice to 

the affected school districts, determines that annexation is in the 
best interest of the affected district or districts and the receiving 
district based upon failure to meet standards of accreditation or 
failure to meet academic or fiscal distress requirements pursuant to 
The Quality Education Act of 2003, Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-201 et 
seq., the Arkansas Comprehensive Testing, Assessment, and 
Accountability Program Act, Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-401 et seq., 
and the Arkansas Fiscal Assessment and Accountability Program, 
Ark. Code Ann. § 6-20-1901 et seq.; 
(i) The affected district or districts file a petition with the State 

Board requesting annexation to a particular receiving 
district or districts, and a copy of the petition is filed with 
the county clerk’s office of each county where the affected 
district or districts are located; 

(ii) The county clerk’s office of each county where the affected 
district or districts are located certifies in writing that the 
petition has been signed by a majority of the qualified 
electors of the district or districts; and 

(iii) The receiving district or districts provide to the State Board 
written proof of consent to receive the affected district or 
districts by annexation as evidenced by either a vote to 
approve annexation by resolution by a majority of the 
members of the local receiving board of education or by a 
vote to approve annexation by a majority of the qualified 
electors of the receiving district as provided for in Ark. 
Code Ann. § 6-14-122; 

(iv) A majority of the qualified electors in the affected district 
or districts vote to approve the annexation of an affected 
school district or districts to a receiving district or districts 
as provided for in Ark. Code Ann. § 6-14-122; and 
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(v) The receiving district or districts provide to the State Board 
written proof of consent to receive the affected district or 
districts by annexation as evidenced by either a vote to 
approve annexation by resolution by a majority of the 
members of the local receiving board of education or by a 
vote to approve annexation by a majority of the qualified 
electors of the receiving district as provided in Ark. Code 
Ann. § 6-14-122; or 

(vi) The local board of education of the affected district or 
districts votes to approve by resolution the annexation of 
the affected district or districts to a receiving district or 
districts by a majority of the members of the local board of 
education of the affected district or districts; and 

(vii) The receiving district or districts provide to the State Board 
written proof of consent to receive the affected district or 
districts by annexation as evidenced by either a vote to 
approve annexation by resolution by a majority of the 
members of the local receiving board of education or by a 
vote to approve annexation by a majority of the qualified 
electors of the receiving districts as provided for in Ark. 
Code Ann. § 6-14-122. 

 
4.03 The State Board may vote to approve, by a majority of a quorum present 

of the members of the State Board, the annexation of the affected districts 
into a receiving district, under the following conditions: 

 
4.03.1 The State Board, after providing thirty (30) days written notice to 

the affected school districts, may on its own motion based on a 
school district’s failure to meet standards of accreditation or failure 
to meet academic or fiscal distress requirements pursuant to The 
Quality Education Act of 2003, Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-201 et seq., 
the Arkansas Comprehensive Testing, Assessment, and 
Accountability Program Act, Ark. Code. Ann. § 6-15-402 et seq., 
and the Arkansas Fiscal Assessment and Accountability Program, 
Ark. Code Ann. § 6-20-1901 et seq.; or 

4.03.2 Upon receipt of a valid petition for annexation and after receiving 
proof from the petitioning party of at least one (1) of the required 
conditions set forth in Section 4.02 of this rule and upon receipt of 
proof of the issuance of public notice of the intent to annex 
affected districts into a receiving district or districts in the local 
newspapers of general circulation in the affected districts for a time 
period of no less than once a week for two (2) consecutive weeks 
immediately prior to the time the petition is filed with the State 
Board. 
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4.04 The petition for annexation filed by a school district must be filed on the 
attached “Petition for Annexation” form, along with all required 
attachments, in order for the petition to be considered by the State Board.  
The petition, with all required attachments, must be submitted to the 
Office of the Commissioner, Department of Education, #4 Capitol Mall, 
Little Rock, AR  72201.  A school district may attach additional 
information to the petition form, if necessary, to fully present its 
information.  If mailed, the petition and all required attachments must be 
sent by certified mail, return receipt requested. 

 
4.05 In order for the petition for annexation to be valid, it shall be filed in the 

Office of the Commissioner at least thirty (30) days prior to the next 
regularly scheduled State Board meeting, at which time the petition will be 
presented for hearing before the State Board. 

 
4.06 No petition is required to be filed for the State Board to annex a school 

district or districts upon a motion of the State Board as set forth in Section 
4.03.1 of this rule. 

 
4.07 The State Board shall give at least five (5) calendar days advance written 

notice from the date of receipt to a petitioning school district of the date, 
time and place of the State Board meeting at which its petition will be 
considered.  Notice may be provided via U.S. mail, facsimile or ADE 
electronic Commissioner’s Memo. 

 
4.08 At the hearing before the State Board, the order of presentation shall be as 

follows: 
 

A) Remarks by petitioning school districts’ spokesperson(s); 
B) Remarks by opposing school districts and citizen’s groups’ 

spokesperson(s); 
C) Closing remarks by opposing school districts and citizen’s groups’ 

spokesperson(s); 
D) Closing remarks by petitioning school districts’ spokesperson 

 
4.09 Each petitioning school district shall have twenty (20) minutes to present 

the district’s remarks.  The district may allocate its time to one (1) or more 
spokespersons, but the total time allocated should not exceed twenty (20) 
minutes.  In its sole discretion, the State Board may allow a district’s 
spokesperson(s) more than twenty (20) minutes to speak. 

 
4.10 Any school district or group of citizens, which opposes a petition, shall 

have the opportunity to present its opposition to the State Board.  The 
State Board may, on its own motion, choose to hear from more than one 
(1) spokesperson per opposing school district or group of citizens.  
However, the spokesperson(s) representing the opposing school districts(s) 
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or group of citizens shall have a total time allocated not to exceed twenty 
(20) minutes.  In its sole discretion, the State Board may allow the 
spokesperson(s) more than twenty (20) minutes to speak. 

 
4.11 Both the district and the opposition shall be given ten (10) minutes to 

present closing remarks to the State Board, allocated among one (1) or 
more spokesperson(s) as each side sees fit. 

 
4.12 Time taken by a spokesperson to respond to a question by a State Board 

member shall not count against the respective side’s time allotment. 
 

4.13 Any documents to be considered by the State Board shall be submitted via 
first class mail to the Commissioner’s Office at least three (3) business 
days prior to the State Board hearing of the petition for annexation. 

 
4.14 The State Board shall issue a written decision approving the annexation 

requested in the petition, if the petition is granted.  If the State Board 
denies a petition, it shall issue a written decision stating the reasons for 
such denial. 

 
4.15 Under no circumstances shall the State Board be obligated to grant a 

petition where to do so would hamper, delay, or in any manner negatively 
affect the desegregation efforts of any school district or districts in the 
state, including school districts which are not petitioners for the 
annexation before the State Board. 

 
5.0 PROCEDURES OF THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION CONCERNING 

THE CONSOLIDATION OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
 

5.01 There shall not be any consolidation of any public school district with any 
other public school district in the state without the prior consent and 
approval of the State Board. 

 
5.02 The State Board shall consider the consolidation of an affected school 

district or districts to a resulting district or districts under the following 
conditions: 

 
5.02.1 The State Board, after providing thirty (30) days written notice to 

the affected school districts, determines that consolidation is in the 
best interest of the affected district or districts and the resulting 
district based upon failure to meet standards of accreditation or 
failure to meet academic or fiscal distress requirements pursuant to 
The Quality Education Act of 2003, Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-201 et 
seq., the Arkansas Comprehensive Testing, Assessment, and 
Accountability Program Act, Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-401 et seq., 
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and the Arkansas Fiscal Assessment and Accountability Program, 
Ark. Code Ann. § 6-20-1901 et seq.; or 
(i) The affected districts file a petition with the State Board 

requesting that the affected districts be consolidated into a 
resulting district or districts, and a copy of the petition is 
filed with the county clerk’s office of each county where 
the affected districts are located; 

(ii) The county clerk’s office of each county where the affected 
district or districts are located certifies in writing that the 
petition has been signed by a majority of the qualified 
electors of the affected districts; and 

(iii) A majority of the qualified electors in the affected districts 
vote to approve the consolidation of the affected districts 
into a resulting district or districts pursuant to a valid 
election as provided in Ark. Code Ann. § 6-14-122; and 

(iv) The local board of directors votes to approve by resolution 
of a majority of the members of each local board of 
education the consolidation of the affected districts into a 
resulting district or districts. 

5.03 The State Board may vote to approve, by a majority of a quorum present of 
the members of the State Board, the consolidation of the affected districts 
into a resulting district under the following conditions: 

 
5.03.1 The State Board, after providing thirty (30) days written notice to 

the affected schools, may on its own motion based on a school 
district’s failure to meet standards of accreditation or failure to 
meet academic or fiscal distress requirements pursuant to The 
Quality Education Act of 2003, Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-201 et seq., 
the Arkansas Comprehensive Testing, Assessment, and 
Accountability Program Act, Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-401 et seq., 
and the Arkansas Fiscal Assessment and Accountability Program, 
Ark. Code Ann. § 6-20-1901 et seq.; or 

5.03.2 Upon receipt of a valid petition for consolidation and after 
receiving proof from the petitioning party of at least one (1) of the 
required conditions set forth in Section 5.02 of this rule and upon 
receipt of proof of the issuance of public notice of the intent to 
consolidate affected districts into a resulting district in the local 
newspapers of general circulation in the affected districts for a time 
period of no less than once a week for two (2) consecutive weeks 
immediately prior to the time the petition is filed with the State 
Board. 

 
5.04 The petition for consolidation filed by a school district must be filed on 

the attached “Petition for Consolidation” form along with all required 
attachments, in order for the petition to be considered by the State Board.  
The petition, with all required attachments, must be submitted to the 
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Office of the Commissioner, Arkansas Department of Education, #4 
Capitol Mall, Little Rock, AR  72201.  A school district may attach 
additional information to the petition form, if necessary, to fully present its 
information.  If mailed, the petition and all required attachments must be 
sent by certified mail, return receipt requested. 

 
5.05 In order for the petition for consolidation to be valid, it shall be filed in the 

Office of the Commissioner at least thirty (30) days prior to the next 
regularly scheduled State Board meeting, at which time the petition will be 
presented for hearing before the State Board. 

 
5.06 No petition is required to be filed for the State Board to consolidate a 

school district or districts upon a motion of the State Board and as set forth 
in Section 5.03.1 of this Rule. 

 
5.07 The State Board shall give at least five (5) calendar days advance written 

notice from the date of receipt to a petitioning school district of the date, 
time and place of the State Board meeting at which its petition will be 
considered.  Notice may be provided via U.S. mail, facsimile or ADE 
electronic Commissioner’s Memo. 

 
5.08 At the hearing before the State Board, the order of presentation shall be as 

follows: 
 

A) Remarks by petitioning school districts’ spokesperson(s); 
B) Remarks by opposing school districts and citizen’s groups’ 

spokesperson(s); 
C) Closing remarks by opposing school districts and citizen’s groups’ 

spokesperson(s); 
D) Closing remarks by petitioning school districts’ spokesperson 

 
5.09 Each petitioning school district shall have twenty (20) minutes to present 

the district’s remarks.  The district may allocate its time to one (1) or more 
spokespersons, but the total time allocated should not exceed twenty (20) 
minutes.  In its sole discretion, the State Board may allow a district’s 
spokesperson(s) more than twenty (20) minutes to speak. 

 
5.10 Any school district or group of citizens, which opposes a petition, shall 

have the opportunity to present is opposition to the State Board.  The State 
Board may, on its own motion, choose to hear from more than one (1) 
spokesperson per opposing school district or group of citizens.  However, 
the spokesperson(s) representing the opposing school districts(s) or group 
of citizens shall have a total time allocated not to exceed twenty (20) 
minutes.  In its sole discretion, the State Board may allow the 
spokesperson(s) more than twenty (20) minutes to speak. 
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5.11 Both the district and the opposition shall be given ten (10) minutes to 
present closing remarks to the State Board, allocated among one (1) or 
more spokesperson(s) as each side sees fit. 

 
5.12 Time taken by a spokesperson to respond to a question by a State Board 

member shall not count against the respective side’s time allotment. 
 

5.13 Any documents to be considered by the State Board shall be submitted via 
first class mail to the Commissioner’s Office at least three (3) business 
days prior to the State Board hearing of the petition for consolidation. 

 
5.14 The State Board shall issue a written decision approving the consolidation 

requested in the petition, if the petition is granted.  If the State Board 
denies a petition, it shall issue a written decision stating the reasons for 
such denial. 

 
5.15 Under no circumstances shall the State Board be obligated to grant a 

petition where to do so would hamper, delay, or in any manner negatively 
affect the desegregation efforts of any school district or districts in the 
state, including school districts which are not petitioners for the 
consolidation before the State Board. 

 
6.0 STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION ACTION ON PETITIONS FOR 

ANNEXATIONS AND CONSOLIDATIONS 
 

6.01 Prior to the entry of any order approving a petition for consolidation or 
annexation, the State Board shall seek an advisory opinion from the 
Attorney General concerning the impact of the proposed annexation or 
consolidation on the effort of the state to assist a district or districts in 
desegregation of the public schools of this state. 

 
6.02 In addition to all other requirements in this rule, the State Board shall not 

approve any petition nor order any annexation or consolidation of school 
districts when the effect of such annexation or consolidation hampers, 
delays, or in any manner negatively affects the desegregation efforts of a 
school district or districts in this state. 

 
6.03 Upon the annexation or consolidation of school districts by the State 

Board’s own motion, or by the approval of a petition requesting 
annexation or consolidation, the State Board shall issue an order 
containing, but not limited to, the following: 

 
6.03.1 Dissolving the affected school districts and establishing the 

receiving or resulting district or districts; 
6.03.2 Establishing the boundary lines of the receiving or resulting district 

or districts; 
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6.03.3 Directing the Department of Education to make changes in the 
maps of the school districts to properly show the boundary lines of 
the receiving or resulting district or districts. 

 
6.04 The State Board shall also issue an order establishing the changed 

boundaries and shall file the order with the county clerk or clerks where 
the receiving or resulting district or districts are located. 

 
6.05 The county clerk shall make a permanent record of the order described in 

Section 6.04 of this Rule, above, and, thereafter, the boundaries so 
established shall be the boundaries of the receiving or resulting district 
until changes are made according to the provisions of law. 

 
6.06 The State Board shall neither annex nor consolidate affected districts that 

are not geographically contiguous unless the following limited conditions 
are determined to be valid reasons for annexation or consolidation: 
(1) The annexation or consolidation will result in the overall 

improvement in the educational benefit to students in all the school 
districts involved; or 

(2) The annexation or consolidation will provide a significant 
advantage in transportation costs or service to all the school 
districts involved. 

 
7.0 GENERAL PROVISIONS GOVERNING CONSOLIDATIONS OR 

ANNEXATIONS 
 

7.01 All consolidations or annexations shall be accomplished so as not to create 
a school district that hampers, delays, or in any manner negatively affects 
the desegregation of another school district in this state. 

 
7.02 The millage rate of the electors of the affected districts of a consolidation 

or annexation shall remain the same until an election may be held to 
change the rate of taxation for the resulting or receiving district. 

 
7.03 Upon the State Board’s approval of a petition for annexation or 

consolidation or the approval of an annexation or consolidation pursuant 
to the State Board’s own motion, the effective date of the annexation or 
consolidation shall be the July 1 following the order of the State Board 
directing the annexation or consolidation, unless the State Board 
determines otherwise. 

 
8.0 BOARDS OF DIRECTORS OF LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
 

8.01 The State Board shall afford the school districts involved in an annexation 
or consolidation thirty (30) days from the date of its order granting the 
annexation or consolidation to establish an interim board to govern the 
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receiving or resulting district, with the interim board to be selected 
pursuant to the provisions of either Ark. Code Ann. §§ 6-13-1405, 6-13-
1406, 6-13-1412 or 6-13-1413. 

 
8.02 The provisions of Ark. Code Ann. §§ 6-13-1405, 6-13-1406, 6-13-1412 

and 6-13-1413 shall govern the board of directors of each resulting or 
receiving school district created from an annexation or consolidation. 

 
8.03 All boards of directors of local school districts shall be made up on five 

(5), seven (7) or nine (9) members as allowed by law, unless the school 
district is under a valid court order otherwise directing the number and 
composition of the local board. 

 
8.04 No board of directors shall have an even number of directors whether or 

not the number of directors of a school district’s board of directors was 
established by an agreement between or among the former school districts, 
which comprise the school district incident to a consolidation or 
annexation of the former school districts. 
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BEFORE THE ARKANSAS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 
 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ANNEXATION OF ________________ SCHOOL 
DISTRICT(S) OF _____________ COUNTY INTO THE ___________________ 
SCHOOL DISTRICT OF __________________ COUNTY: 
 
 
 

PETITION FOR ANNEXATION 
 
 

COMES NOW the __________________ School District(s) of ___________ 

County and the __________________ School District of ____________ County 

(Petitioners), acting by and through their respective Superintendent(s) duly authorized, 

pursuant to A.C.A. § 6-13-1401 et seq., and petition the Arkansas State Board of 

Education (Board) to approve the annexation of the petitioning affected school district(s) 

into the petitioning receiving  _____________ School District, and hereby would submit 

to the Board as follows: 

 1. Pursuant to A.C.A. § 6-13-1401 et seq., the Petitioners hereby submit and 

incorporate in this petition as Exhibit A attached hereto, proof of legally binding local 

board resolutions to annex the  __________ School District(s) into the receiving 

___________ School District as approved by a majority of the quorum present of the 

local boards of education of the respective Petitioners. 

 2. The Petitioners hereby submit and incorporate in this petition as Exhibit B 

attached hereto, proof of public notice of intent to petition this Board to annex the 

Petitioners into the receiving _____________ School District.  Said public notice of 

intent to annex (was)(was not) published in the local newspaper(s) of general circulation 

(or in a state newspaper of daily circulation if local newspaper does not exist on weekly 
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basis) of the affected districts for a time period of no less than once a week for two (2) 

consecutive weeks immediately prior to the filing of this petition with this Board. 

 3. The Petitioners submit that at the proper school election following the 

petitioned annexation, the receiving __________ School District shall elect ____ local 

board members in compliance with A.C.A. §§ 6-13-1405, 6-13-1406, 6-13-1412 or 6-13-

1413. 

4. The Petitioners submit that their respective school districts are 

geographically contiguous or that the Board should approve the petitioned non-

contiguous annexation because the annexation will result in (a) the overall improvement 

in the educational benefit to students in all of the school districts involved, or (b) will 

provide a significant advantage in transportation costs or services to all of the school 

districts involved based on the following factual reasons: 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

5. The Petitioners submit that they hereby request through the State Board, 

an Attorney General Opinion declaring whether the petitioned annexation will or will not 

hamper, delay or in any manner negatively affect the desegregation of another school 

district or districts in this state.  Upon receipt, the resulting opinion shall be incorporated 

herein and attached hereto as Exhibit C.  

6. Pursuant to A.C.A. § 6-13-1401 et seq., the Petitioners hereby submit and 

declare that the effective date of this petitioned annexation shall be July 1,  and that there 
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shall be only one local school board and one local superintendent of the receiving 

________________ School District. 

7. The Petitioners hereby submit an affidavit of facts by the superintendent 

of the affected school district(s), which is incorporated as Exhibit D, concerning the 

relevant status of any federal court-ordered supervision or jurisdiction of desegregation 

cases involving the affected districts. 

WHEREFORE, Petitioners request that the Board approve the annexation of the 

____________ School District(s) of _____________ County into the receiving 

_______________ School District of ______________ County; that it issue an Order 

dissolving the affected school district(s) and establishing the receiving __________ 

School District; that it issue an Order establishing the boundary lines of the receiving 

school district; and that it file its Order with the County Clerks of __________ and 

___________ Counties, Arkansas. 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

     ________________ School District 

    ______________ County 

    By:      ________________________________ 
     Superintendent       Date 
 
     ________________________________ 
     President, School Board      Date 
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     ________________School District 

     ______________County 

    By:      _______________________________ 
   Superintendent       Date 

    _______________________________ 
     President, School Board      Date 
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BEFORE THE ARKANSAS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 
 
 

IN THE MATTER OF THE CONSOLIDATION OF _________________ SCHOOL 
DISTRICT(S) OF _____________ COUNTY AND THE ___________________ 
SCHOOL DISTRICT OF __________________ COUNTY: 
 
 

PETITION FOR CONSOLIDATION 
 
 

COMES NOW the __________________ School District(s) of ___________ 

County and the __________________ School District of ____________ County 

(Petitioners), acting by and through their respective Superintendent(s) duly authorized, 

pursuant to A.C.A. § 6-13-1401 et seq., and petition the Arkansas State Board of 

Education (Board) to approve the consolidation of the Petitioners into the resulting  

_____________ School District, and hereby would submit to the Board as follows: 

 1. Pursuant to A.C.A. § 6-13-1401 et seq., the Petitioners hereby submit and 

incorporate in this petition as Exhibit A attached hereto, proof of legally binding local 

board resolutions to consolidate the  __________  and ____________ School District(s) 

into the resulting  ___________ School District as approved by a majority of the quorum 

present of the local boards of education of the respective Petitioners. 

 2. The Petitioners hereby submit and incorporate in this petition as Exhibit B 

attached hereto, proof of public notice of intent to petition this Board to consolidate the 

Petitioners into the resulting _____________ School District.  Said public notice of intent 

to consolidate (was)(was not)  published in the local newspaper(s) of general circulation 

(or in state newspaper of local daily circulation if local newspaper does not exist on 
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weekly basis) of the affected districts for a time period of no less than once a week for 

two (2) consecutive weeks immediately prior to the filing of this petition with this Board. 

 3. The Petitioners submit that at the proper school election following the 

petitioned consolidation, the resulting __________ School District shall elect ____ local 

board members in compliance with A.C.A. §§ 6-13-1405, 6-13-1406, 6-13-1412 or 6-13-

1413. 

4. The Petitioners submit that their respective school districts are 

geographically contiguous or that the Board should approve the petitioned non-

contiguous consolidation because the consolidation will result in (a) the overall 

improvement in the educational benefits to students in all of the school districts involved, 

or (b) will provide a significant advantage in transportation costs or services to all of the 

school districts involved based on the following factual reasons: 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

5. The Petitioners submit that they hereby request through the State Board, 

an Attorney General Opinion declaring whether the petitioned consolidation will or will 

not hamper, delay or in any manner negatively affect the desegregation of another school 

district or districts in this state.  Upon receipt, the resulting opinion shall be incorporated 

herein and attached hereto as Exhibit C.  

6. Pursuant to A.C.A. § 6-13-1401 et seq., the Petitioners hereby submit and 

declare that the effective date of this petitioned consolidation shall be July 1, and that 
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there shall be only one local school board and one local superintendent of the resulting 

________________ School District. 

7. The Petitioners hereby submit an affidavit of facts by the superintendent 

of the affected school districts, which is incorporated as Exhibit D, concerning the 

relevant status of any federal court-ordered supervision or jurisdiction of desegregation 

cases involving the affected districts. 

WHEREFORE, Petitioners request that the Board approve the consolidation of 

the ___________ School District(s) of _________ County and the ______________ 

School District of   ___________ County into the resulting ___________ School District; 

that it issue an Order dissolving the affected school districts and establishing the resulting 

school district; that it issue an Order establishing the boundary lines of the resulting 

school district; and that it file its Order with the County Clerks of the _______________ 

and ________________ Counties, Arkansas. 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

     ________________ School District 

    ______________ County 

    By:      _______________________________ 
     Superintendent       Date 
 
     _______________________________ 
     President, School Board      Date 
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     _________________School District 

     ______________County 

    By:      ________________________________ 
     Superintendent       Date 
  
     ________________________________ 
     President, School Board      Date 
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Exhibit A 

SCHOOL BOARD RESOLUTION 
 
 
 COMES NOW the __________________ School District Board acting by and 

through its Superintendent duly authorized and do herein declare: 

 A special or regular school board meeting was held on __________________, 

20___, wherein a quorum was present and a majority of the quorum voted to approve the 

consolidation/annexation of the __________________ School District with the 

_______________________ School District, and the minutes of said meeting reflect 

such.  Therefore, this document is to serve as the formal resolution of the 

__________________ School District Board of Directors, pursuant to Arkansas law, that 

said consolidation/annexation is hereby approved. 

 

     ___________________________ School District 

     of _____________________ County 

 
 
    By: ________________________________________ 
     Superintendent    Date 
 
 
    By: ________________________________________ 
     President, School Board   Date 
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EXHIBIT   D 

 
AFFIDAVIT CONCERNING DESEGREGATION ORDERS 

 
 

COMES NOW the _______________________________ School District, acting 
by and through its Superintendent, and hereby states and represents to the State Board of 
Education that, to the best of my knowledge, the ________________________________ 
School District currently (circle one)  (is)(is not) involved in desegregation litigation in a 
United States Federal Court or is under the continuing jurisdiction of a United States 
Federal Court Order regarding desegregation of a public school or schools (see "*" at 
bottom of affidavit). 
 

Further the affiant sayeth not. 
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand this ______ day of 
______________, 20_____. 
 
            
      ___________________________________ 

     Superintendent 
 
 
COUNTY of ________________ 
STATE OF ARKANSAS 
 
 Sworn and subscribed before me, Notary Public, this ______ day of ________, 
20_____. 
 
 
 
            
      ___________________________________ 
      Notary Public 
 
 
My Commission expires: 
__________________________________ 
 
 
 
* = If you answered, "is involved in desegregation litigation, etc." above, please attach a 
copy of any applicable Court orders or other relevant documentation. 

 

20 



 

21 


	ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
	RULE GOVERNING CONSOLIDATION OR ANNEXATION OF PUBLIC SCHOOL
	DISTRICTS AND BOARDS OF DIRECTORS OF LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS
	Drafted 12.05.05
	PURPOSE
	This rule shall be known as the Arkansas Department of Educa
	AUTHORITY
	The State Board of Education’s authority for promulgation of
	DEFINITIONS
	“Annexation” means the joining of an affected school distric
	“Affected district” means a school district that loses terri
	“Consolidation” means the joining of two (2) or more school 
	“Petition for annexation” means the official forms and docum
	“Petition for consolidation” means the official forms and do
	“Receiving district” means a school district or districts th
	“Resulting district” means the new school district created f
	“State Board” means the State Board of Education.
	PROCEDURES OF THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION CONCERNING THE AN
	There shall not be any annexation of any public school distr
	The State Board shall consider the annexation of an affected
	The State Board, after providing thirty (30) days written no
	The affected district or districts file a petition with the 
	The county clerk’s office of each county where the affected 
	The receiving district or districts provide to the State Boa
	A majority of the qualified electors in the affected distric
	The receiving district or districts provide to the State Boa
	The local board of education of the affected district or dis
	The receiving district or districts provide to the State Boa
	The State Board may vote to approve, by a majority of a quor
	The State Board, after providing thirty (30) days written no
	Upon receipt of a valid petition for annexation and after re
	The petition for annexation filed by a school district must 
	In order for the petition for annexation to be valid, it sha
	No petition is required to be filed for the State Board to a
	The State Board shall give at least five (5) calendar days a
	At the hearing before the State Board, the order of presenta
	A\) Remarks by petitioning school distri�
	B\) Remarks by opposing school districts�
	C\) Closing remarks by opposing school d�
	D\) Closing remarks by petitioning schoo�
	Each petitioning school district shall have twenty (20) minu
	Any school district or group of citizens, which opposes a pe
	Both the district and the opposition shall be given ten (10)
	Time taken by a spokesperson to respond to a question by a S
	Any documents to be considered by the State Board shall be s
	The State Board shall issue a written decision approving the
	Under no circumstances shall the State Board be obligated to
	PROCEDURES OF THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION CONCERNING THE CO
	5.01 There shall not be any consolidation of any public scho
	5.02 The State Board shall consider the consolidation of an 
	The State Board, after providing thirty (30) days written no
	The affected districts file a petition with the State Board 
	The county clerk’s office of each county where the affected 
	A majority of the qualified electors in the affected distric
	The local board of directors votes to approve by resolution 
	The State Board may vote to approve, by a majority of a quor
	The State Board, after providing thirty (30) days written no
	Upon receipt of a valid petition for consolidation and after
	The petition for consolidation filed by a school district mu
	5.05 In order for the petition for consolidation to be valid
	5.06 No petition is required to be filed for the State Board
	5.07 The State Board shall give at least five (5) calendar d
	5.08 At the hearing before the State Board, the order of pre
	A\) Remarks by petitioning school distri�
	B\) Remarks by opposing school districts�
	C\) Closing remarks by opposing school d�
	D\) Closing remarks by petitioning schoo�
	5.09 Each petitioning school district shall have twenty (20)
	5.10 Any school district or group of citizens, which opposes
	5.11 Both the district and the opposition shall be given ten
	5.12 Time taken by a spokesperson to respond to a question b
	5.13 Any documents to be considered by the State Board shall
	5.14 The State Board shall issue a written decision approvin
	5.15 Under no circumstances shall the State Board be obligat
	6.0 STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION ACTION ON PETITIONS FOR ANNEXAT
	Prior to the entry of any order approving a petition for con
	6.02 In addition to all other requirements in this rule, the
	6.03 Upon the annexation or consolidation of school district
	Dissolving the affected school districts and establishing th
	Establishing the boundary lines of the receiving or resultin
	Directing the Department of Education to make changes in the
	6.04 The State Board shall also issue an order establishing 
	6.05 The county clerk shall make a permanent record of the o
	6.06 The State Board shall neither annex nor consolidate aff
	(1) The annexation or consolidation will result in the overa
	(2) The annexation or consolidation will provide a significa
	GENERAL PROVISIONS GOVERNING CONSOLIDATIONS OR ANNEXATIONS
	All consolidations or annexations shall be accomplished so a
	The millage rate of the electors of the affected districts o
	Upon the State Board’s approval of a petition for annexation
	BOARDS OF DIRECTORS OF LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS
	The State Board shall afford the school districts involved i
	The provisions of Ark. Code Ann. §§ 6-13-1405, 6-13-1406, 6-
	All boards of directors of local school districts shall be m
	No board of directors shall have an even number of directors
	BEFORE THE ARKANSAS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
	IN THE MATTER OF THE ANNEXATION OF ________________ SCHOOL D

	PETITION FOR ANNEXATION
	COMES NOW the __________________ School District(s) of _____
	1. Pursuant to A.C.A. § 6-13-1401 et seq., the Petitioners h
	2. The Petitioners hereby submit and incorporate in this pet
	3. The Petitioners submit that at the proper school election
	4. The Petitioners submit that their respective school distr
	5. The Petitioners submit that they hereby request through t
	6. Pursuant to A.C.A. § 6-13-1401 et seq., the Petitioners h
	7. The Petitioners hereby submit an affidavit of facts by th
	WHEREFORE, Petitioners request that the Board approve the an
	Respectfully submitted,
	________________ School District
	______________ County
	By:      ________________________________
	Superintendent       Date
	________________________________
	President, School Board      Date
	________________School District
	______________County
	By:      _______________________________
	Superintendent       Date
	_______________________________
	President, School Board      Date
	BEFORE THE ARKANSAS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
	IN THE MATTER OF THE CONSOLIDATION OF _________________ SCHO

	PETITION FOR CONSOLIDATION
	COMES NOW the __________________ School District(s) of _____
	1. Pursuant to A.C.A. § 6-13-1401 et seq., the Petitioners h
	2. The Petitioners hereby submit and incorporate in this pet
	3. The Petitioners submit that at the proper school election
	4. The Petitioners submit that their respective school distr
	5. The Petitioners submit that they hereby request through t
	6. Pursuant to A.C.A. § 6-13-1401 et seq., the Petitioners h
	7. The Petitioners hereby submit an affidavit of facts by th
	WHEREFORE, Petitioners request that the Board approve the co
	Respectfully submitted,
	________________ School District
	______________ County
	By:      _______________________________
	Superintendent       Date
	_______________________________
	President, School Board      Date
	_________________School District
	______________County
	By:      ________________________________
	Superintendent       Date
	________________________________
	President, School Board      Date
	Exhibit A
	SCHOOL BOARD RESOLUTION
	COMES NOW the __________________ School District Board actin
	A special or regular school board meeting was held on ______
	___________________________ School District
	of _____________________ County
	By: ________________________________________
	Superintendent    Date
	By: ________________________________________
	President, School Board   Date
	EXHIBIT   D
	AFFIDAVIT CONCERNING DESEGREGATION ORDERS
	COMES NOW the _______________________________ School Distric
	Further the affiant sayeth not.
	IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand this ______ day o
	___________________________________
	Superintendent
	COUNTY of ________________
	STATE OF ARKANSAS
	Sworn and subscribed before me, Notary Public, this ______ d
	___________________________________
	Notary Public
	My Commission expires:
	__________________________________
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